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POPULATION AND SETTLEMENTS
The Plateaux and Valleys of the Altai
The Khakass Autonomous Province is peopled by some
270,000 inhabitants; about 50 per cent, are of Turkic stock.
The Oirot Autonomous Province has a population of 161,431.
About 45 per cent, of the people of the latter region are
Russian immigrants. The remainder are mainly Oirots and
Tartars, of Turkic origin, together with some Kalmuck groups
of Mongol descent.
The settlements of the Oirot region consist of small wooden
houses, constructed by the peasants. In the past many of
the people lived in crude wooden yurta. Home handicrafts,
such as the spinning and weaving of linen and wool and the
making of ropes and boots, are still carried on.
The Kalmuck settlements of the high wooded mountain
valleys in the past consisted entirely of groups of conical yurta
and log huts surrounded by a high fence. But here also more
modern ways of life are fast replacing the old.
The Kalmucks speak a Turkic dialect. But they came
originally from North-east Mongolia, and were named
Kalmucks by the Russians, who had met a similar group of
people, a Mongolian tribe which had settled on the banks of
the Volga during the seventeenth century.
In the high plateaux the nomadic tribes have for long been
engaged in the trading of antlers and horns of the morel with
Mongolian merchants from whom they buy tea. Such trade
is now carried on through the medium of Government stores.
Ust-Koksu is a typical trading centre in a district of some
100,000 inhabitants, mainly Kalmucks. It is a village situated
in a valley at a height of 3000 feet above sea-level. There is
a co-operative store where the native people sell furs and
skins (marmot, bear, and wolf) and antlers and horns.
Oirot Tau, previously known as Ulala, is the administrative
centre of the Oirot Autonomous Province, the population of
which is mainly rural. There are few settlements of any
significant size apart from Oirot Tau, which is a relatively